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Sunday, July 10, 2022 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he is confronted by a scholar of the law who
wants to test him. In the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus is asked about the greatest
commandment. Here, in Luke's Gospel, the lawyer asks what we must do to inherit
eternal life. In the other two Gospels, Jesus answers the question by quoting
Deuteronomy 6:5, on loving God with all your heart, and Leviticus 19:18, on loving your
neighbor. Here Jesus asks the expert to answer this question, “What is written in the
law?” The man is caught and responds with Deuteronomy 6:5. This verse is one of the
most important prayers in Judaism, and it was said twice a day in Jesus' time. Love of
God and love of neighbor are what is required for eternal life. Jesus' response is simple,
“Do this and you will live.”

Having been shown up by Jesus, the lawyer tries another question: Who is my neighbor
whom I must love like myself? In the society of Jesus' time, with its distinctions between
Jews and Gentiles, men and women, clean and unclean, this was a trick question. Jesus
responds with one of the most beautiful of all the parables, the Good Samaritan. It is
found only in Luke's Gospel.

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends 3,300 feet in just 17 miles. Its narrow
passes and rocky terrain made it an easy place for bandits to wait for travelers. The
traveler in this parable is identified only as “a certain man.” Luke uses this phrase in
many of his parables so that the audience, Jew or Gentile, could identify with the man.
After the attack, the man is left for dead, naked and bleeding on the side of the road. A
priest comes along, but rather than helping, as one might expect, he moves to the other
side of the road. Another religious person comes along, a Levite who assists in the
Temple. His reaction is the same as the priest's. Both of them choose to not even find
out if the man is alive. A third person comes along. The listeners would probably expect
him to be an Israelite. This would make the parable a criticism of the religious
leadership. Instead he is a Samaritan, an Israelite's most hated neighbor. Samaritans
were descendents of Jews from the northern part of the country, who had intermarried
with Gentiles and did not worship in Jerusalem. The Samaritan not only goes over to the
injured man but cleans his wounds, puts him on his own animal, takes him to an inn to
recover, and promises to pay all his expenses. The hated enemy is the compassionate
neighbor in this parable.

Jesus has demolished all boundary expectations. It is not social definitions such as class,
religion, gender, or ethnicity that determines who is our neighbor. A neighbor is a
person who acts with compassion toward another. The point becomes not who
deserves to be loved as I love myself, but that I become a person who treats everyone
with compassion.

When Jesus asks the lawyer who was the neighbor in the story, the lawyer can't bring
himself to say it was the Samaritan. All he says is that it was “the one who treated him
with mercy.” Jesus' response was similar to that of the first discussion: “Go and do
likewise.” The lawyer, and we, know what is right. The key is to do it.

SOURCE: LOYOLA PRESS

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/deuteronomy/deuteronomy6.htm#v5
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/leviticus/leviticus19.htm#v18


WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  D E A C O N  P A U L  E U B A N K S

Why are most of us so cautious when telling the truth? We
certainly do not want to hurt someone’s feelings or alienate
folks whose thoughts and beliefs differ from your own. I read an
article in the Omaha World-Herald newspaper under the
opinion page. The article was written by George Mills, a farmer,
Douglas County Board member and a Husker defensive
lineman in the early 70’s. He has a master’s degree in urban
studies. The title of the article was “Elected officials should
remember who they serve.” Any person who holds a place of
authority over folks should apply this idea of remembering
“who you serve.” One line that hit home with me is some
officials use the style of leadership of “my way or the highway”
which is not very statesmanlike. 

The good and great leaders unite people with opposing views,
they find common ground for the betterment of all. Mr. Mills
said public office is a thankless job. But he appreciates most of
the public servant’s willingness to serve. I say this: never let the
compliments one might receive give one a big head. Never put
yourself on a pedestal thinking you are better because you are
the leader. We all make mistakes but not all of us are willing to
admit it. Not even to ourselves. Humility is one of our Lord’s
greatest gifts. We all have privilege to use, but few tap into it. 

O Lord Humble Me! Give me the ability to see where I have
acted on my own. When do we all need you to mellow our
hearts, to forgive all the mistakes we have done in our lives? Let
us bow down not only to you but to all we might have hurt. We
ask for forgiveness now and forever! 

Jackie and I send our love to all of you. Keep our Loving God –
His Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit in your life. 

Blessings to all,
Deacon Paul and Jackie 



SAINT OF 
THE WEEK
SAINT VERONICA GIULIANI'S STORY

Veronica’s desire to be like Christ crucified was answered with
the stigmata.

Veronica was born in Mercatelli, Italy. It is said that when her
mother Benedetta was dying she called her five daughters to her
bedside and entrusted each of them to one of the five wounds of
Jesus. Veronica was entrusted to the wound below Christ’s heart.

At the age of 17, Veronica joined the Poor Clares directed by the
Capuchins. Her father had wanted her to marry, but she
convinced him to allow her to become a nun. In her first years in
the monastery, she worked in the kitchen, infirmary, sacristy, and
also served as portress. At the age of 34, she was made novice
mistress, a position she held for 22 years. When she was 37,
Veronica received the stigmata. Life was not the same after that.

Church authorities in Rome wanted to test Veronica’s authenticity
and so conducted an investigation. She lost the office of novice
mistress temporarily and was not allowed to attend Mass except
on Sundays or holy days. Through all of this Veronica did not
become bitter, and the investigation eventually restored her as
novice mistress.

Though she protested against it, at the age of 56 she was elected
abbess, an office she held for 11 years until her death. Veronica
was very devoted to the Eucharist and to the Sacred Heart. She
offered her sufferings for the missions, died in 1727, and was
canonized in 1839. Her Liturgical Feast Day is July 9.

REFLECTION
Why did God grant the stigmata to Francis of Assisi and to
Veronica Giuliani? God alone knows the deepest reasons, but as
Celano points out, the external sign of the cross is a confirmation
of these saints’ commitment to the cross in their lives. The
stigmata that appeared in Veronica’s flesh had taken root in her
heart many years before. It was a fitting conclusion for her love of
God and her charity toward her sisters.



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark
Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Ron Coniglio, Becky English,
Deacon Paul & Jackie Eubanks, Betty Gentile, Warren Hadley, Ed
Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle
of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie
Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Suzanne
Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie
Hadley), Butch Skradis, Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer 
Betty Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy
Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, Joanne
Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen,
John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, and Richard Van
Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently
serving our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane
Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel
Homan, Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick
Lokamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike
Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach
Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



JULY 16 & JULY 17
LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Saturday, July 16 - 5:00 p.m.
Deacon: Tom Schulte 
Sacristan: Kathy Schulte
Lector: Cindy Nowak
EMHC: Sandy Johnson and Dee Hurlbutt
Altar Server: Mark Mapes
Gift Bearer: Cheryl Flakus and Judy Turek
Greeter: Geri Wilson and Pam Nowak

Sunday, July 17 - 9:00 a.m.
Deacon: Al Aulner
Sacristan: Ray and Glenda Sempek 
Lector: Lacey Merica 
EMHC: Eileen Bullard and Janice Callahan
Altar Server: Deb Ray and Ryan Allen
Gift Bearers: Joe and Cindy Ksiazek
Greeter: Larry Dyer and Tom Dorwart



REMINDERS
BOARD

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



THE OLIVE BRANCH

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s
anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on July 18th.
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.
Please tell the cashier you are supporting Holy Ghost.

DON & MILLIE'S DAY - JULY 18, 2022

DON &
MILLIE'S DAY

C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T



THE PLANT BOOTH needs plants for the festival. Drop off is Saturday,
August 20th in the rectory garage.

THE SPECIAL RAFFLE BOOTH is seeking donations. The booth has
prizes valued at $100.00 or more such as bikes, electronics, gift cards
etc., They also accept cash donations to purchase prizes. Please drop
off your donations at the rectory during normal business hours. 

PIC-A-TIC BOOTH is looking for donations of new items such as
household items & decor, toys, sports related items, etc., 
They can be dropped off at the church entrances or call 402-917-0274
for pick up. Thank you!

ST. STAN'SST. STAN'S  
POLISHPOLISH  
FESTIVALFESTIVAL  
NEWSNEWS

We are collecting 2 liter bottles of
soda for the Liter Toss. 

THE GROCERY BOOTH volunteer would need to collect grocery donations weekly
after Masses and then organize the groceries into bags for festival day. You will be
responsible for handing the groceries out to winners throughout the day of festival.

THE CAKE BOOTH would require you to collect cake donations the day prior to the
festival and then run the booth the day of the festival.

If you're interested in either of these positions, please contact Kerri Canova at 
402-738-8221 or 402-960-1114. Thank You!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!



We will be in the St. Stanislaus Parish School Hall near 41st & J
Street in Omaha. 

Visit St. Stan's new website at www.ststansomaha.org for a
copy of the weekly pierogi-making schedule. Just click on
"News & Events" on the top menu of the homepage. 

For more information, contact Tom at 402-699-8312.

NEVER
UNDERESTIMATE
THE POWER OF THE
PIEROGI... 

PIEROGI-MAKING IS UNDERWAY FOR 
ST. STAN'S AUGUST 21ST POLISH FESTIVAL!



All families that were in PRE last year were emailed a
registration form for next Fall. Please fill this out and return
it back to us so we can get a good count for books for next
year. Also note on the registration form, you have the
option to order the English or Spanish version of the
parent book. We will be ordering books on June 14th.

If you are new to the program and would like information,
please call the Faith Formation Office at 402-731-4694.
Just an FYI, the Family of Faith Program is for not only the
child but the parents as well. 

This will be our third year and our families have learned so
much, this year we will focus on Christian Prayer.

ST. STANISLAUS 
AND HOLY GHOST
FAITH FORMATION

REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION



On Wednesday, July 13th, if you come to
morning Mass or need to visit the Parish
Office for any reason that day, please park
on 53rd Street.  
Sorry for any inconveniences! 

HOLY GHOST
PARKING LOT
REPAIRS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13TH



HOMEBOUND
CONNECTION
THE HOMEBOUND CONNECTION

If you are interested please contact Carrie at the
parish office (402) 731-3176

The Homebound Connection Ministry is still looking
for a few more volunteers to help keep our
parishioners that are not able to come to Mass
connected with the parish. 

The Covid epidemic that began in 2020 interrupted or altered almost every
facet of our life, including some of the things we took for granted when we
worship at Mass. While we still need to be careful and protect ourselves from
this virus and others, beginning at the Easter Masses we plan to go “Back to the
Future” and bring back the practice of gifts being brought up to the altar by
Gift Bearers at the offertory and the offering being collected by Ushers. 

Many of you once served in these two ministries and we now are looking for
volunteers from our parish family to serve again as Gift Bearers and Ushers.
Please prayerfully consider if you will help in either of these ministries and email
Kathy Schulte: tkschulte1@cox.net or call her at: 402-731-3599. 

THE NEED FOR GIFT BEARERS & USHERS

mailto:tkschulte1@cox.net


Pre-Covid we had 18 youth Altar Servers; now we have 2.
We had 5 adult Altar Servers; now we have 3. We used to
have 2 or 3 servers at each Mass (which we should) and
now we have just 1. Serving at the altar is an important
liturgical ministry in the Catholic Church and very
rewarding for those who give their time and talent to it. 

Having only 5 Altar Servers (2 youth and 3 adult) to cover all
the monthly Masses not only makes scheduling difficult, it
also is putting a load on those 5 people who are scheduled
for multiple Masses each month.   

WE NEED YOU … BOTH ADULTS AND YOUTH 5TH GRADE
THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL! Please pray about and say
“yes” to becoming part of this important ministry at Mass.
We will take time to provide the training you need to feel
comfortable as an Altar Server.  

ADULT AND YOUTH ALTAR
SERVERS NEEDED!



HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using the new TAGG
website: TAGG.today. The new site will donate to us without you having to spend an extra
dime. Just do your day to day activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and
use one of the sponsoring businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy
Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will
donate a portion of each of your purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul
Conference!

TAGG is now a website – so you can TAGG on a computer, smartphone, or tablet by
visiting TAGG.today.
You can submit up to 3 images for each receipt (great to capture longer or emailed
receipts!) 
Earn points that can be redeemed for bonus donations, TAGG swag or business rewards!
Search businesses in recent, alphabetical, nearby or popular order. Plus, discover
businesses using the new business directory!
Your phone number is now how you’ll log in! No more having to remember passwords or
log back in. 
View more data in your TAGG history and sort by any field!

    YOU CAN USE TAGG ON ANY DEVICE:

TAGG 3.0
IS HERE!

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE

https://tagg.today/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/wheretotagg/


FINANCIAL
REPORT

THE OLIVE BRANCH
C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T



SUBMIT 
YOUR GOOD NEWS!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 

THE OLIVE BRANCH
C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T


