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CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

Jesus told his disciples a parable, "Can a blind person guide a blind
person? Will not both fall into a pit? No disciple is superior to the
teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like his teacher.
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye, but do not
perceive the wooden beam in your own? How can you say to your
brother, 'Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye,' when you
do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite!
Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly
to remove the splinter in your brother's eye" (Luke 6:39-42).

This Sunday's Gospel is taken from St. Luke (6:39-45). These
statements of Christ spoken centuries ago to his fellow Jews of
Palestine are as true and as crystal clear today as they were in the year
29 A.D. They are the words of him who was the Truth. They are put
before us today for there are few amongst us who do not need to be
reminded of their lesson. We are all so prone to see the neighbor's
faults and shortcomings and so inclined to cover up or deny our own.

While we ourselves are blind to, or wanting in, many necessary virtues, 
yet we can spot this lack in our brother Christian and have the audacity
to offer to lead him on the right road. We are often lacking in the basic
knowledge of the teachings of our faith and yet we can find a thousand
faults in the official doctrine of the teaching Church. We can all criticize
minor defects in our neighbor's Christian behavior whilst our own
Christian way of living is giving far greater scandal.

When our Lord spoke these words, his purpose and intention was not
to condemn his listeners, the vast majority of whom were guilty of the
defects he mentioned, but rather to open their minds and their hearts
to their shortcomings so that they would change for the better and
learn to live with their neighbor's faults, and do all in their power to
correct their own.



WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  F A T H E R  P H I L  F L O T T

LENT IS COMING!

Lent begins this Wednesday, March 1. How am I going to react? I
whine, I’m not yet ready for Lent. Holy Mother Church says, your
complaint is a sure sign that you need to begin Lent. We just
celebrated the birth of Jesus. Now, can I say how I have let that
change me?

All day long on Ash Wednesday, we will see people with crosses
made of ashes on their foreheads. For one thing, this makes us feel
solidarity, union, with our bothers and sisters in the Lord, and with the
whole human family. It is also a means of softly evangelizing: I do
believe in my Lord Jesus Christ. It particularly heartens me to see
those on the sports channels openly letting their ashes be seen. So at
the least, let us spread the faith by means of our ashes.

I still first think of, what am I going to give up in Lent? As a child, it was
candy. I know now that if I am to avoid diabetes and that kind of
thing, to stay away from candy all year long. What, then, am I to give
up? One of our popes has said, give up whatever is unfit to come out
of your mouth. No more repeating gossip. No more saying, ‘you
don’t know this, but let me tell you about so and so.’

What about giving up food, particularly, fasting for those between 18
and 59? Can you donate that money saved to feeding the poor? Then
there is abstinence, no meat Ash Wednesday and each Friday of Lent.
I’ll admit, eating at one of our fish fries is a luxury to me, and not a
penance. And so I have to find something else to abstain from,
perhaps a favorite TV show, and so on.

What can I do to improve my prayer in Lent? Forgive. Say the good
about others. Bring that to the Lord.

One meaning of Lent is to jump, to spring. Where? right into Easter.

Blessings to you all,
Father Phil Flott



SAINT OF
THE WEEK
SAINT GREGORY OF NAREK
A mystical Eastern monk praises God like a troubadour

A crowning glory of the Armenian people is that their nation was the
first to adopt Christianity as its official religion. Approximately twelve
years before the Roman Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity
in 313, an Armenian King converted to Christianity. Following the
universal custom of mankind, the King’s religion then became his
people’s. Though the actual conversion of individual souls required
decades of subsequent evangelical effort, this early baptism of an
entire nation has granted the Armenian Apostolic Church unique
status as the custodian of Armenian national identity. Living proof of
Armenia’s ancient Christian pedigree is found in the old city of
Jerusalem. An Armenian patriarch, cathedral, and seminary anchor
the peaceful Armenian Quarter, one of the four neighborhoods
packed behind the walls of the city where it all began.

Today’s saint, Gregory of Narek, was a medieval Armenian monk
who wrote mystical poetry, hymns, and biblical commentaries. He is
one of Armenia’s greatest literary figures and poets. His principal
work, the “Book of Lamentations,” consists of ninety-five prayers he
composed as an encyclopedia of prayer for all people. The
twentieth-century Catechism of the Catholic Church notes that while
Western Medieval piety developed the rosary as a lay substitute for
praying the Psalms, the Armenian tradition developed hymns and
songs to Mary as the primary expression of popular piety, as seen in
the works of St. Gregory of Narek (CCC #2678). Pope Saint John
Paull II also referenced St. Gregory in his encyclical on Mary,
Redemptoris Mater: “…with powerful poetic inspiration (St.
Gregory) ponders the…mystery of the Incarnation, …an occasion to
sing and extol the extraordinary dignity and magnificent beauty of
the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Word made flesh” (31).

Like St. Ephrem, a centuries-earlier Syrian archetype of Eastern
monasticism, St. Gregory uses metaphor, songs, litanies, and poetry
to communicate Christian truth. The Western tradition, especially
since the time of St. Augustine, tends to communicate the truths of
Christianity in less artistic ways—through close reasoning,
apologetics, the synthesis of Greek philosophy with Christian
doctrine, and by showing the internal harmony of Scriptural texts.



SAINT OF
THE WEEK
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The Armenian Christian tradition, like related ancient churches born near
the cradle of mankind, has not sharpened its sword of thought by constant
clashing with enemy metal, as has occurred in the West. The benefit of a
monoculture—of a people who all speak the same language, kneel before
the same God, profess the same faith, and sing the same songs—is deep
unity. A monoculture has no need to hone arguments. When everyone
agrees on the fundamentals, when the tapestry of a culture is not torn or
frayed, the writer, priest, poet, composer, or monk can sing, whistle,
ruminate, and dream like a madman or a troubadour. When he describes a
rainbow as God’s bow in the sky, hears the sweet voice of Mary in a lark,
imagines a devilish sea-monster lurking in the wine-dark sea, or is
convinced that the blood dripping from the side of Christ soaks and
sanctifies the earth itself, the faithful quietly nod in agreement and humbly
whisper: “Thus it is. Thus it shall always be.”

Little is known of the life of St. Gregory of Narek, other than that he was a
dedicated monk who lived his entire adult life in a monastery situated in
todays’ eastern Turkey, in the Armenian homeland between the Black and
Caspian Seas. Saint Gregory’s essence is truly to be found in the spaces
between his words. He is his writings. Saint Gregory was never formally
canonized, a not uncommon fact for holy men and women of his era. 
During a Mass in 2015 commemorating the hundredth anniversary of the
Armenian genocide by the Ottoman Turks, Pope Francis declared St.
Gregory of Narek a Doctor of the Church, the thirty-sixth person so honored
and only the second from the churches of the East.

Surprisingly, St. Gregory was not a Catholic, though he did pertain to an
apostolic church with legitimate sacraments and a hierarchical structure
which, however, is not in formal communion with Rome. The narrow
theological arteries that run east from Constantinople become thinner as
they spread ever eastward, often terminating in ecclesiastical cardiac arrest
—in churches without people, in thrones without bishops, in altars without
sacrifices, and in monasteries without monks. It is one of the holy
obligations of the still robust Roman Church to exalt those whom others
cannot, to witness to beauty wherever it may be found, and to call Christian
leaders to gather in the immensity of St. Peter’s Basilica to anoint the
memory of a gifted Christian of long ago with the noble title of doctor.

Saint Gregory of Narek, your quiet, humble, and hidden life produced a rich
garden of poems and prayers. May your redolent words and rich images fire
our imaginations and inflame our hearts so that our flame of faith burns as
hot as yours in its love for Christ and Mary.



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

George Balkus, Allan Beam, Michael Bednarz (brother of Jane
Kain), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark Broich
(brother of Marita Grebl), Carol Cheloha, Dee Clap, Ron Coniglio,
Becky English, Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks, Warren Hadley,
Ed Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott
(uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie
Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Kristine Makara,
Mike Makara, Pat Makara, Pat Matukewicz, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender
Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Ray
Sempek, Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock,
Rita Tomes, Evelyn Vogler, Brian Walters and Tony Widhalm.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall,
Dorothy Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix,
Joanne Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry
Petersen, John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, and Richard Van Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan,
Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas,
Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy
Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh
Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



WORLD WIDE DAY OF PRAYER

WORLD WIDE DAY OF PRAYER



ASH WED-7AM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. W. Sanderson 
& Tom Schulte
Sacristan: 
Kathy Schulte
Lector: 
Marie Savine
EMHC: 
OPEN
Altar Server: 
Jerry Koraleski 
Greeters: 
Marie Savine

ASH WED-6:30PM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Phil Flott 
& Al Aulner
Sacristan: 
Terri Aulner
Lector: 
Deb Ray
EMHC: 
Heather Slizoski
Altar Server: 
Mark Mapes 
Greeters: 
OPEN

SATURDAY-5:00PM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Phil Flott 
& Tom Schulte 
Sacristan: 
Kathy Schulte
Lector: 
Michaela Drewel
EMHC: 
Keith Promes
Altar Server: 
Thor Hunziker 
Greeters: 
Marie Savine
& Brian Drewel

SUNDAY-9AM                                                                                                                       
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Phil Flott & Al Aulner
Sacristan: 
Ray & Glenda Sempek
Lector: 
Deb Ray

EMHC: 
Rita Graybill
Altar Server: 
Mark Mapes 
Greeters: 
Annette Jordan
& Jerri Underwood



PARISHIONERS OF HOLY GHOST AND ST. STANISLAUS,

There are currently 35 students in our combined Religious Education Program
and St. Bernadette School that are preparing to receive their Confirmation on
April 8, 2022.

As these students continue on this journey, we are asking parishioners to pray
for them. If you would like the name of one of the students to pray for, please
contact Sue Reed via email at sreedstb@gmail.com or phone at 402-731-4694. 

If you request a name it is encouraged that you not only pray daily for this
student but you are also being asked to give them a greeting card for their
Confirmation Day. More information about the card and drop off, will be sent
out as their Confirmation Day draws closer.

Please prayerfully consider praying for of one of these students.

March 2nd: 
Ash Wednesday Mass

Reach out to Mitzi or Sue with any questions: (402) 731-4694 or dre@holyghostomaha.org

mailto:sreedstb@gmail.com


Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:







ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH DINNER

Gail Archer is an American organist, music director, choral conductor and an academic. She
is a Professor of Professional Practice at Barnard College, Columbia University and the
founder of an international forum for women organists called Musforum. She directs the
‘Barnard-Columbia Chorus & Chamber Choir’ and the ‘Music Program’ of Barnard College,
Columbia University.
Archer's musical work span from 17th to the 21st centuries and is played on grand Romantic
Instruments and Baroque tracker organs. Her work is compiled in several CDs including
Chernivtsi, A Russian Journey, Franz Liszt: A Hungarian Rhapsody, and The Muse's Voice,
among others. Archer's solo debut CD, ‘The Orpheus of Amsterdam: Sweelinck and his
Pupils’, was released in 2006. Archer conducts annual recital series based on musical
themes. Her recital series The Muse's Voice, Max Reger: The Last Romantic, An American
Idyll, Liszt and Bach.
Archer was the first American woman to play Olivier Messiaen's complete work at his
centennial. Time Out New York recognized her work as ‘Best of 2008’ in classical music and
opera. She has also received the Teaching Excellence Award at Barnard College. Archer is a
member of American Choral Directors Association, American Guild of Organists and
International Alliance of Women in Music.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 AT 3:00PM



It is that time of year again! The Holy Ghost Parish Fish Fry’s are here!!!! 
VISIT HOLYGHOSTVOLUNTEERS.COM TO SIGN UP FOR A SHIFT!
After carefully looking at other parishes and events around the city of Omaha, it
has been decided to have dine in, and carry out options. We do however want
to take precautions to make our volunteers and guests feel comfortable. In
saying that, There is not a mask mandate for the church, but we suggest if you
are unvaccinated or uncomfortable in large crowds, that a mask should be
worn. If you are comfortable with the environment at Holy Ghost, then it is your
own choice to make. We hope that things go as planned, but changes could
happen on a week to week basis for the safety of everyone. 
Please volunteer if you can, this fundraiser has become the largest for the parish
over the last several years and we need your help and want it to be successful.
Please forward this information on to anyone you feel would like to volunteer
and help support Holy Ghost Church. 

JOIN US FOR DINNER EVERY FRIDAY
DURING LENT FROM 4 TO 8PM.



Holy Ghost's GAME ON! Event is now
scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2022! 
We hope conditions will be more favorable
around then for us to gather and have a fun at
the best party in town!
Thanks for your continued support and we hope
to see you there!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH DINNER

Saturday, June 25, 2022.
St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church, 11802 Pacific Street in Omaha.
Brunch: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Sonja Corbitt. 

Sonja Corbitt is a Catholic author and speaker who has produced
several multimedia Bible studies, including, Unleashed, Fearless, Ignite,
and Fulfilled, with the LOVE the Word Bible study method. She is a
Carolina native who was raised as a Southern Baptist. She converted to
Catholicism and served as director of religious education at St. John
Vianney Catholic Church in Gallatin, Tennessee, and as executive
director of Risen Radio in Lebanon, Tennessee. Sonja is the host of the
Bible Study Evangelista Show. She is a columnist at The Great Adventure
Bible Study blog and a contributor to the Magnificat Mass publication.
Her Bible study, Unleashed, was featured as a thirteen-part series on
Catholic TV. A riveting guest on Catholic radio and television, she also
wrote for the Gallatin News Examiner and Oremus, the Westminster
Cathedral magazine. She lives in Tennessee with her husband, Bob,
with whom she home-schools two sons. 

Reservations are required. Please make your reservation early as seating is
limited and will close when filled. The cost is $20.00 and includes brunch. 
Register and pay at our website: www.MagnificatOmaha.org 
Or Call Terri Aulner at: 402-669-9024.

All Women are Invited to a Brunch Sponsored by the Omaha Chapter of
Magnificat Omaha, a ministry to Catholic women. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022



The Grieving with Great Hope Workshop offered by
Catholic Cemeteries is a path through grieving after
the death of a loved one. We connect people with
other people on the same path, not necessarily the
same journey. There are no stages to grief on this
journey, everyone experiences loss in their own way.
It is with prayerful reflection, practical learning and
personal fellowship we learn to continue this journey
in life after the loss of a spouse, child, parent, sibling,
grandchild or friend.

Please come join us at St. Cecelia Cathedral’s
Monsignor Graham building on Tuesday evenings
through March 8th at 6:30 PM.

Space is limited so please call or email Deacon Jim
Tardy, 402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com.

Grieving with Great Hope Workshop

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com


On Wednesdays this Lent, Holy Ghost will offer a Bible Study about Saint Paul’s letter to
the Ephesians. There will be a video from Jeff Cavin’s excellent bible series, followed by
a group discussion about insights we have gained. The fist session is Wednesday,
February 23rd and continue each Wednesday through April 27th.

We will meet in the Social Hall and the Study will begin at 7pm (after the Stations of the
Cross). Please come and join us as for as many sessions as you can as we learn from one
of St. Paul's most moving Epistles. There is no cost for this Study.

To register please contact Deacon Al Aulner at 402-669-1714 or contact the Parish Office.

Lenten Bible Study - Wednesdays at 7:00PM

Your Inheritance as a Child of God

Ephesians was one of the most widely circulated of St. Paul’s writings because of its
powerful, practical instructions for disciples of Christ. In fact, its six short chapters contain
some of the most discussed passages in the New Testament.

In our Holy Ghost Lenten Bible Study we will examine many important themes that are still
relevant in today’s Christian culture and society—the nature of marriage, the purpose and
role of the Church, the preeminence of grace in God’s plan, and the reality of spiritual
warfare.

Presenter Jeff Cavins explores what Paul’s letter to the Ephesians tells us about the nature
of the Church-—as a body, a household, a mystery, a communion, a bride, and an army.
Ephesians: Discover Your Inheritance shows the treasures that await us as adopted sons
and daughters in the family of God.





HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using a free TAGG mobile
app that will donate to us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day
activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of the sponsoring
businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza,
Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your
purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference!

Download the free ‘Together A Greater Good’ app – Browse through all the sponsoring
businesses who will donate a portion of each of your purchases and do your shopping at one
of them. 
“TAGG” your purchases for donation by simply Choosing Holy Ghost Church St. Vincent de
Paul Conference and then Select the sponsoring business you just shopped at. 
Snap a photo of your receipt – DONE! The business will donate a percentage of your total
receipt to the Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference, at no extra cost to you!
GET YOUR TAGG APP DOWNLOADED TODAY AND LET’S ALL PITCH IN TO HELP OUR HOLY
GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE IN THEIR MINISTRY TO THOSE IN NEED.

    HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE



HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD

HOLY GHOST ST. STANS

GOAL

COMMITMENTS

% OF GOAL

$14,190

$17,811

125.5%

$13,278

$12,805

97.7%



DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 
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