


Pastoral Planning Shares Reality  

In a series of seven regional meetings for every parish in the Archdio-

cese of Omaha, parish leaders gained an open and honest view of 

where we are. The parish team from Holy Ghost attended the regional 

meeting held at St. Gerald’s Parish on May 4th. Representing our par-

ish was Fr. Sanderson, Ben and Mary Baber, Ellie Morley, Deacon Al 

and Terri Aulner, Marie Savine, Ken and Dori Morong, Marsha Pavel, 

Deacon Tom and Kathy Schulte. The in-depth meetings shared a deep 

dive into the details which demand new direction. 

We learned that problems have been decades in the making, and there 

is no time to waste to make decisions to build a future that will be 

stronger. 

• The majority of parishioners no longer participate in weekly Mass 

• Fewer available priests -25% drop over the next ten years 

• Major statewide population shifts 
 
WHAT’S THE ANSWER?  
Families of Parishes. This approach provides a flexible way for parishes 
to share their talents and strengths, along with resources. As families 
come together, parish leaders and pastors have much to share about 
new possibilities. 
 
HOLY GHOST and ST. BERNADETTE ARE SCHEDULED TO BE-
COME A PARISH FAMILY and pastoral planning teams begin meeting 
next month to explore important choices for our future. 

Our Journey of Faith parish team relaxing 

after the May 4th regional meeting. (Not 

pictured is Marie Savine who is on the 

other side of the camera) 



It is with great honor to recognize Bridget Neal, as Woman of the Year for Holy Ghost.  
 
As a child, she attended grade school here, made her First Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
Marriage vows to her husband Tom Neal, and now an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. 
 
She is deserving of this award for her continuous acts of kindness for our parish and out in the world. 
She always asks “How can I help? Or What can I do for you?”  
 
Bridget has volunteered for years at numerous church functions, including the June Jamboree, Tur-
key Dinners, Fish Fry’s, Funeral luncheons, Game On, Chicken Dinners and a valuable member in 
our Women’s Club and their many activities. She has also helped outside our parish, for other Non-
Profit organizations. 
 
Holy Ghost is Blessed having Bridget in our parish, for her Kindness, Generosity, Compassion, and 
Goodness in her Heart. Outside of church, she works full-time, devotes time to family, enjoys wine 
tasting, gardening and entertaining guests. 
 
She spent many hours with her mom Agnes, and other ladies from the parish (Mary Balkus, Geri Re-
wolinski, Rose Sidek & Mary Rudol) who worked on crafts for the June Jamboree prizes. A most 
popular one was making “Beer Can Hats”. The cans would be cut into panels, while some kids were 
tasked with putting holes in them with a hole punch. Then the ladies used yarn to knit the panels into 
a hat. We kid’s punched holes until our hands hurt. No aluminum cans back then!  
 
The Women's Club would also like to thank Jim at Orsi's Bakery for donating the Italian Bread for our 
Taste of Italy celebration honoring Mrs. Bridget Neal, our new Woman of the Year! 



SAINT PETER OF TARENTAISE’S STORY 
 
There are two men named Saint Peter of Tarentaise who lived one century apart. The man we honor 
today is the elder Peter, born in France in the early part of the 12th century. The other man with the 
same name became Pope Innocent the Fifth. 
 
The Peter we’re focusing on today became a Cistercian monk and eventually served as abbot. In 
1142, he was named archbishop of Tarentaise, replacing a bishop who had been deposed because 
of corruption. Peter tackled his new assignment with vigor. He brought reform into his diocese, re-
placed lax clergy, and reached out to the poor. He visited all parts of his mountainous diocese on a 
regular basis. 
 
After about a decade as bishop, Peter “disappeared” for a year and lived quietly as a lay brother at 
an abbey in Switzerland. When he was found out, the reluctant bishop was persuaded to return to 
his post. He again focused many of his energies on the poor. 
 
Peter died in 1174 on his way home from an unsuccessful papal assignment to reconcile the kings 
of France and England. His liturgical feast is celebrated on September 14. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
We probably know a lot of people who would welcome the chance to receive some honor or honor-
ary position. They relish the thought of the glamour and glory. But saints like Peter of Tarentaise re-
mind us that humility and the avoidance of glory is the way of the Gospel. 



Saturday, May 14 - 5:00 PM Sunday, May 15 - 9:00 AM 

Deacon: Al Aulner 

Sacristan: Marie Savine 

Lector: Cindy Nowak 

EMHC: Keith Promes & Dee Hurlbutt 

Altar Server: Andrew Baber 

Gift Bearers: NEED GIFT BEARERS 

Greeter: Pam Nowak & Sandy Johnson 

Deacon: Tom Schulte 

Sacristan: Johna Belling 

Lector: Kathy Ulrich 

EMHC: Janice Callahan & Kim Tweedy 

Altar Server: Deb Ray & Ryan Allen 

Gift Bearers:  

Tom Dorwart & Annette Jordan 

Greeter: Larry Dyer & Mike Siedlik 

The Covid epidemic that began in 2020 interrupted or altered almost every facet of our life, including some of the things 
we took for granted when we worship at Mass. While we still need to be careful and protect ourselves from this virus and 
others, beginning at the Easter Masses we plan to go “Back to the Future” and bring back the practice of gifts being 
brought up to the altar by Gift Bearers at the offertory and the offering being collected by Ushers. Many of you once 
served in these two ministries and we now are looking for volunteers from our parish family to serve again as Gift Bear-
ers and Ushers. Please prayerfully consider if you will help in either of these ministries and email Kathy Schulte: 
tkschulte1@cox.net or call her at: 402-731-3599. 
 
Pre-Covid we had 18 youth Altar Servers; now we have 2. We had 5 adult Altar Servers; now we have 3. We used to 
have 2 or 3 servers at each Mass (which we should) and now we have just 1. Serving at the altar is an important liturgi-
cal ministry in the Catholic Church and very rewarding for those who give their time and talent to it. Having only 5 Altar 
Servers (2 youth and 3 adult) to cover all the monthly Masses not only makes scheduling difficult, it also is putting a load 
on those 5 people who are scheduled for multiple Masses each month. WE NEED YOU … BOTH ADULTS AND 
YOUTH 5TH GRADE THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL! Please pray about and say “yes” to becoming part of this important 
ministry at Mass. We will take time to provide the training you need to feel comfortable as an Altar Server. 

mailto:tkschulte1@cox.net


The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our Parishioners are now or recently have been in the 

hospital. May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them to their families in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Michael Bednarz (brother of Jane Kain), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark Broich (brother of 

Marita Grebl), Carol Cheloha, Dee Clap, Ron Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks, Warren 

Hadley, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie 

Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Flo Maez, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Mike Makara, Pat 

Makara, Pat Matukewicz, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Ray Sempek, Oliver 

Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters. 
 

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care centers or homebound: 

George Balkus, Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn. Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, 

Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, Joanne Leutzinger, Darlene 

McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen, John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, and Richard Van Sant. 
 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker, Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers,  

Ty Campbell, Dane Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie Homan, Branden 

Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy 

Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski. 



Sadly we offer our prayers and condolences to the Slizoski family on the death of their 
son, AJ. AJ was a student at Holy Ghost School and active in many school and parish 
activities. He served as an Altar Server for many years.  
 
AJ was preceded in death by his grandfathers, Leonard Slizoski and Gary Novak; 
great-grandparents, Robert and Anna Kempnich; great-grandparents, Leo and Vi 
Sova and Charles and Ann Slizoski; and his best fur friend, Betsy. He is survived by 
his parents, Andy and Heather Slizoski; sisters, Samantha and Anna Slizoski; grand-
mothers, Margaret Novak and Lucille Slizoski; aunt and uncles, Lonney Novak, Char-
lie (Debbie) Slizoski, Connie (Eddie) Kresl, Jody (Brian) Dietz, and Jessica (Travis) 
Witkovski; godmother, Laci (Rob) Kresha; and many more cousins, great-uncles and 
aunts, family and friends. 
 
VISITATION was on Monday, May 2, from 5-7pm at Holy Ghost Catholic Church fol-
lowed by the VIGIL SERVICE.  
 
MASS of CHRISTIAN BURIAL was on Tuesday, May 3, at 10am at Holy Ghost Catho-
lic Church.  
 
BURIAL was at St. John’s Cemetery. 
 
Please remember the Slizoski family in your prayers during this very difficult time.  



After 3 years as a Catechist and 6 years as Director of RE, I have decided to resign from my position 

as DRE. The program is in the caring hands of Sue Reed, who I Co-Directed with this past year. My 

family will continue to be part of the RE family as Ariah will prepare for Confirmation in a few years. 

I just want to say how thankful I am for…Everything! 

I am thankful for the kids. They hold a special place in my heart. They make me so proud when I see 

their growth and accomplishments in RE and beyond! 

• I am thankful for the parents for their commitment to their children, especially as we transitioned 
to Family Formation. 

• I am thankful for all the volunteers who committed so much time to make every year successful. 

• I am thankful for all our Deacons, especially Tom and Al, for their assistance with everything from 
classes to sacraments, and helping through some difficult times. 

• I am thankful for Carrie for her friendship, help and guidance, and sometimes a shoulder to cry 
on. 

• I am thankful for Sue, Tristen, Fr. Jeff, and Zach (the Seminarian) for making room for me at St. 
Bernadette this past year and making me feel right at home. 

• I am thankful for my husband, Danell, for always supporting me and for my daughters, Jamelah 
and Ariah, for their patience on long Wednesday nights and their willingness to help with whatev-
er I have asked of them. 

 

- Mitzi 



Please save your barcodes and receipts! 

• Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, 
boxes and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your 
total purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish. 

• HERE IS HOW IT WORKS: 

• For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our 
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, 
simply by collecting $150,000 in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have a lot 
of families helping, we can get there easily. 

• Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your friends and family to help too! 
 

Don & Millie’s Day—Monday, May 16th 

• Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s! anytime 
between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on May 16th. 

• Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food and 
drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish! 

• Drive-thru or Dine-in at 84th & Q streets location 
 
 

Pancake Breakfast—Sunday, June 5th 

Save the Date! We will hold a Pancake Breakfast in our social hall on 

Sunday June 5th, 10am to Noon. Raffles! Breakfast Meat Wheel! Look 

for a full flyer to be published soon. If you'd like to volunteer to help with 

setup and clean up, please contact Carrie Kaczmarek at 4027313176 or 

email: parishsecretary@holyghostomaha.org.  

The Knights of Columbus have agreed to do all the cooking!  



Magnificat Omaha Brunch– Saturday, June 25th 

• All Women are Invited to a Brunch Sponsored by the Omaha Chapter of 
Magnificat�Omaha, a ministry to Catholic women.  

• Saturday, June 25, 2022.  

• St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church, 11802 Pacific Street in Omaha.  

• Brunch: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

• Guest Speaker: Sonja Corbitt.  

• Reservations are required. Please make your reservation early as seating is limited 
and will close when filled. The cost is $20.00 and includes brunch.  

• Register and pay at our website: www.MagnificatOmaha.org  

• Or Call Terri Aulner at: 402-669-9024.  
 
 

TAGG Mobile Application 

• HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using a free TAGG mobile app 
that will donate to us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day activities of 
shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of the sponsoring businesses signed up with 
TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many 
more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference!  

• HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:  

• Download the free ‘Together A Greater Good’ app – Browse through all the sponsoring businesses who 
will donate a portion of each of your purchases and do your shopping at one of them. 

• “TAGG” your purchases for donation by simply Choosing Holy Ghost Church St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference and then Select the sponsoring business you just shopped at. 

• Snap a photo of your receipt – DONE! The business will donate a percentage of your total receipt to the 
Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference, at no extra cost to you! 

• GET YOUR TAGG APP DOWNLOADED TODAY AND LET’S ALL PITCH IN TO HELP OUR HOLY 
GHOST ST. VINCENT de PAUL CONFERENCE IN THEIR MINISTRY TO THOSE IN NEED. 

 

 





 

Holy Ghost Church Website: 
www.holyghostomaha.org 
 
Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/holyghostchurchomaha 

 

Do you have photos or news to share? 
We want to hear about it! 
 

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about 
an important event? Celebrating a special achieve-
ment, a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child 
or grandchildren or another special occasion? We want 
to hear about it so we can share it in our parish news-
letter.  
 
Tell us all the details by sending a message to: 
HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM  


