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(Issue 43)

WORSHIPING, CARING, STRONG, ONE FAMILY ALWAYS – (Even when we are apart!)

Note from Fr. Phil
BE the Gospel!
In the gospel of the third Sunday in ordinary time, which means, numbered time,
Jesus himself says that this is the time of fulfillment—right now. Paul says in the
Corinthians reading that the time is actually running out. With Covid 19, heart
disease, cancer, diabetes, accidents and so on, the time has already run out for
many. How many warnings do we need?
When am I going to start praying every morning and every evening? When am I going to remember
that I am a disciple, a student of the Lord all day long—at my work, my school, especially in my home?
When am I going to start saying a rosary every day? When am I going to make up with that person
who has hurt me so? When will the receiving of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus become
the focus of my life, that action without which I cannot live?

We gather from the reading from Jonah that God loves to see by our actions that we believe in Him.
If someone were to enter my house while I was not there, could that person tell that a Catholic lives
there? I would hope so.
My friends let us welcome the poor, the downtrodden, those who do not know Christ into our
prayers, in to our lives, we who are the Body of Christ at this time, in this place.
Fr. Phil Flott

In the past we have printed everyone’s individual
contribution statement and placed them in the
back of the church for parishioners to pick up
when they come to Mass. Because in recent years
we noticed that many are still left in the box and
because this year Covid-19 is keeping many from attending Mass, the decision has been made to
distribute the statements to those who want them by request only.

If you would like to have a copy of your parish contribution statement for 2020, please call the parish
office (402 731-3176) or email (parishsecretary@holyghostomaha.org) and we will be happy to mail
or email your statement to you.
THANK YOU TO ALL IN OUR PARISH FAMILY FOR BEING SO FAITHFUL WITH CONTINUING
YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH DURING THIS VERY DIFFICULT YEAR.
WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS TIME TOGETHER AS THE CARING PARISH FAMILY WE ARE!

GET YOURSELF READY!
THEY ARE COMING SOON
TO HOLY GHOST!
More information next week!

Pope Francis recognizes freedom in the healthcare professionals who have risked their lives and worked
so hard for so many months:
“[Healthcare workers] are the saints next door, who have awoken something
important in our hearts, making credible once more what we desire to
instill by our preaching. They are the antibodies to the virus of indifference.
They remind us that our lives are a gift and we grow by giving
of ourselves: not preserving ourselves but losing ourselves
in service”.
There is no authentic freedom if we do not also consider
the rights and well-being of others. As Pope Francis
reflects:
“Looking to the common good is much more than
the sum of what is good for individuals. It means
having a regard for all citizens and seeking
to respond effectively to the needs of the
least fortunate”.

Holy Ghost Parish
ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE of OMAHA

Join us for Online Mass
Holy Ghost Sunday Mass
Begins at 9:15am CST

www.holyghostmass.com

Saint of the Week
Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor – January 21
Born in 1225, Thomas Aquinas is the preeminent spokesman of the Catholic
tradition of reason and of divine revelation. He is one of the great teachers of the
medieval Catholic Church, honored with the titles Doctor of the Church and Angelic
Doctor.
At five he was given to the Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in his parents’
hopes that he would choose that way of life and eventually became abbot. In 1239,
he was sent to Naples to complete his studies. It was here that he was first attracted
to Aristotle’s philosophy.
By 1243, Thomas abandoned his family’s plans for him and joined the Dominicans, much to his mother’s
dismay. On her order, Thomas was captured by his brother and kept at home for over a year. Once free, he
went to Paris and then to Cologne, where he finished his studies with Albert the Great. He held two
professorships at Paris, lived at the court of Pope Urban IV, directed the Dominican schools at Rome and
Viterbo, combated adversaries of the mendicants, as well as the Averroists, and argued with some
Franciscans about Aristotelianism.
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith
and reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge, pervades his writings. St. Thomas understood that
all thinking about God is done from inside original sin and within the parameters of human intellectual
capacity. The uncreated, timeless, mysterious God, then, is by definition incomprehensible to creatures
trapped in time, space, matter, sin, distraction, and confusion. God is outside of the universe, rather than
being just one important ingredient in the recipe of reality. This essential “otherness” of God means that
His presence is not completely accessible to the senses. For St. Thomas, God’s essential action is to exist.
It is intrinsic to His nature as God. God is not the highest of all beings but being itself. Every person at one
time did not exist. Creation itself, including mankind, is created, meaning at some point it was not. But God
cannot not be.
St. Thomas’s encyclopedic knowledge and massive erudition existed harmoniously with a humble nature
and a simple, traditional Catholic piety. He was a well-balanced man and a dedicated Dominican priest. This
mixture of childlike wonder and deep inquiry marked his life. The Summa Theologiae, was his last and,
unfortunately, uncompleted work, that deals with the whole of Catholic theology. He stopped work on it
and abandoned any further writing after having a mystical vision of Jesus Christ on the cross while praying
after Mass on December 6, 1273. When asked why he stopped writing, he replied, “I cannot go on…. All
that I have written seems to me like so much straw compared to what I have seen and what has been
revealed to me.” He died March 7, 1274 on his way to the Second Council of Lyon in 1274, not yet 50 years
old. He is buried in Toulouse, France.
It is fair to say that Thomism, the thinking method and intellectual conclusions of St. Thomas, has been the
Catholic Church’s standard theology since he lived in the thirteenth century.theologian.

You can use these Mass intentions to lead your
family in morning, evening or before dinner prayers.
OPENING: We wait for the Lord with courage, firm in our
belief that we will see the bounty of the Lord:
Our response is “Lord, hear our prayer”.
That the Church will be ever more fervent in proclaiming
the Kingdom of God and the truth of the Gospel.
We pray to the Lord …
That, in a world torn by strife, God’s people may shine
forth as a prophetic sign of unity and concord.
We pray to the Lord ...
That God will bless the March for Life in Washington,
D.C., this Friday, and that all will be converted to the
Gospel of Life. We pray to the Lord ...
For expectant mothers, especially those who have no one
to help them, that they will receive the support and care
they need. We pray to the Lord ...
For those who experience anguish or sorrow in their
lives: that the Lord will relieve their burdens and give
them joy. We pray to the Lord …

For those who are ill and in need of healing, the
homebound, or in care centers, including Tom Ulrich,
Carm Cogan, Kathy Ulrich, Matt Bryant May, Pat
Makara, Ken Knott, Tricia Ryder, Connie Novacek, Becky
English-sister of Bridget Neal, Deacon Jason Dorwartfather of Tom Dorwart, and all who are being treated
for, or are recovering from, the corona virus.
We pray to the Lord ...
For those who have died; Pat Clapp, those from the
pandemic around the world, those who died during the
month of January in years past, and the loved ones
whose names are inscribed in our Book of Remembrance.
We pray to the Lord …
For the intentions written in our parish book, and for
those held in our hearts today (pause)
We pray to the Lord …
CLOSING Loving Father, through the gift of your Son a
light has arisen in our lives. May we be true to that Light
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
End with the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary and Glory be to
the Father.

FEBRUARY 2021 – Holy Ghost Liturgical Ministers Schedule
February 6-7, 2021 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Priest/Deacon

Sacristan

Lector

EMHC

Altar Server

Greeter

Saturday
5:00 PM

Fr. Phil Flott
Al Aulner

Heather Slizoski

Michael Drewel

Nellie Hadley

Mark Mapes

Ann Thompson

Sunday
9:00 AM

Fr. Phil Flott
Tom Schulte

Kathy Schulte

Lacey Merica

Rita Graybill

Deb Ray

Marie Savine

February 13-14, 2021 - 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Priest/Deacon

Sacristan

Lector

EMHC

Altar Server

Greeter

Saturday
5:00 PM

Fr. Sanderson
Tom Schulte

Kathy Schulte

Kathy Ulrich

Fran McLaughlin

Tom Ulrich

Diane Quaiver

Sunday
9:00 AM

Fr. Sanderson
Al Aulner

Terri Aulner

Marie Savine

Mike Siedlik

Jerry Koraleski

NEED ONE

February 17, 2021 - Ash Wednesday
Priest/Deacon

Sacristan

Wednesday
7:00am

Fr. Phil Flott
Tom Schulte

Marie Savine

Wednesday
6:30 pm

Fr. Phil Flott
Al Aulner

Terri Aulner

Lector
Kathy Schulte
Spencer Cohorst

EMHC

Altar Server

Greeter

__________

Jerry Koraleski

NEED ONE

Kathy Ulrich

Tom Ulrich

NEED ONE

February 20-21, 2021 - 1st Sunday of Lent
Priest/Deacon

Sacristan

Lector

EMHC

Altar Server

Greeter

Saturday
5:00 PM

Fr. Phil Flott
Tom Schulte

Nellie Hadley

Cindy Nowak

Heather Slizoski

Mark Mapes

Marie Savine

Sunday
9:00 AM

Fr. Phil Flott
Al Aulner

Terri Aulner

Lacey Merica

Janice Callahan

Deb Ray

Ann Thompson

February 27-28, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Lent
Priest/Deacon

Sacristan

Lector

EMHC

Altar Server

Greeter

Saturday
5:00 PM

Fr. Sanderson
Al Aulner

Terri Aulner

Michaela Drewel

Mary Townley

Mark Mapes

Diane Quaiver

Sunday
9:00 AM

Fr. Sanderson
Tom Schulte

Cathy Colgan

Sarah Mancilla

Kathy Koraleski

Jerry Koraleski

Kathy Schulte

SHARED THOUGHTS from our Parish Family
Sue Leutzinger emailed me after reading the notes I wrote last week about health care
directives and agents. She shared her thoughts (below) for the parish family about the
subject in an email exchange we had. Thank you Sue for your “shared thoughts”.

Tom, I so loved the newsletter and you discussing health care/advance directives and health care
agents. The 5th wish certainly gave me something to think about and started off a discussion with Ed.
Never too early to start thinking about our dying wishes and what we want, especially the part about
respecting our wishes even if our family doesn’t agree with them.
You may know that I recently lost my brother and he wanted no service whatsoever. I really had a hard
time with that and told him that funerals/memorials are not for the deceased but for the living. It is a
time when family and friends can support you during your time of loss and sorrow. It is a celebration of
life! In his dying days his wife and myself tried to talk him into something, but in the end he wanted
nothing and so we honored his wishes. It was difficult at first, but in the end HIS decision.
It was difficult (to lose my brother because he) was my last immediate family member as both of my
parents preceded him in death. I have recorded even the music I want played at my funeral, to try and
help with the planning process for my family. I believe it is the BEST GIFT to take some of the decisions
out of the families planning for our death. I have made a "laundry list" of some of my most cherished
positions. It might just be a favorite picture or figurine etc. If it means a lot to me then I hope that
person knows they too have meant a lot to me (the person I give it to).
I am not sure if I have much else to add except (everyone should) have these conversations with your
family before it is too late. I know that a lot of people are uncomfortable with talking about death, but
that is life. I think being a nurse for almost 40 years now I have seen many patients die, and it is not
always a bad thing, especially if they are suffering. Poor family members having to make difficult
decisions and not knowing what their loved ones wanted. These conversations must happen! If we are
not comfortable with these conversations, then write your wishes down on paper and place with
important documents so they are easily accessible. We all must die and enter what I believe is the next
chapter in life. I am NOT ready to stop living hopefully for a long time but ultimately it is not our
decision. The good Lord has a plan for all of us. I know when my father-in-law (Bill) passed, we had his
favorite food at the luncheon, knowing what he would enjoy would also make us enjoy it while thinking
about him. We had to have Stoysich polish sausage and that we did. Discuss the outfit you would like to
be buried in, the music, the food, the laundry list, the prayers or readings etc.
Tom, please feel free to edit what you feel is important versus Sue rambling on. Ha.
Thanks, Sue

Want to share your thoughts about this topic or something else?
Send your thoughts to: tkschulte1@cox.net

Please read over this list of parish family members who are in need of our prayers
and support at this time. Pray for their healing, comfort and peace at this time.
REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE CURRENTLY ILL AND IN NEED OF HEALING!

Bailey Pofahl , Jon Rico (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Evelyn Vogler, Jim Vickers, Kristine Makara, Ron
Coniglio, Mercedes Michel, Frank Barone, Mary Ann Barrett, Richard Callahan, Bill Smith, Dee
Noonan, Carmon Cogan, Allan Beam, Todd Blintiff (son in law of Phyllis McIntosh), Ed Hahn, Marcia
Halac, Donna Hansen, Jim Hinrichs (Father of Mitzi Taylor), Phyllis McIntosh, Cheryl Koziel
(daughter of Jackie Peroutka), Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Mike Makara, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender
Pitman, Jack Scaletta (Uncle of Melissa Scaletta Murphy), Oliver Albert Smith, Brenda Tylkowski,.
REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE WHO ARE HOMEBOUND BECAUSE OF HEALTH ISSUES!

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care centers or homebound:
John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, Richard Van Sant, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Bob Kocanda, Dee Clapp,
Deb lwanski, Bernie Krowczyk, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Rick Becerra,
Annette Beetham, Dorothy Kazor, George & Joyce Lacroix, Joanne Leutzinger, Mary Makara, Pat
Makara, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen.
PRAY FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR LOVED ONES WHO ARE CURRENTLY SERVING OUR COUNTRY!

Nick Burton, Lenny Arenas V., Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger,
Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie Homan, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lakamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell,
Allen M. Novotny, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach
Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Richard J. Vickers, Jim White, Eli Wyskowski, Jacob Aulner,
Michael Aulner, Michael J Baker, Robert Blume.
PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR LIST CURRENT: If you see anyone on this list whose status has
changed, please call Carrie in the parish office (402) 731-3176 Ext. 5) and let her know.

STILL SOME POINSETTIAS LOOKING FOR
A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME!
With the Christmas season over our beautifully decorated church at Holy
Ghost adorned for Christmas now has taken on a simpler look. When you
come to Mass this weekend, look at the Poinsettias and find one you know
will look perfect in your home. After Mass TAKE THAT POINSETTIA HOME
WITH YOU AND KEEP IT HEALTHY AND HAPPY!

John Fetterman, rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Madison, Wisconsin told of an elderly woman
who died last April.
Having never married, she requested no male pallbearers.
In her handwritten instructions for her memorial service, she wrote,
"They wouldn't take me out while I was alive, so I don't want them to take me out when I'm dead."

I found a stack of pictures from a pot-luck dinner gathering in the Holy Ghost Church Hall from the late
1970’s. I don’t know what the reason for the gathering was but it shows our parish family enjoying each
other’s company like we have so many, many times over the years. Maybe you can identify others in the
pictures but if you look close I know you will be able to find these Holy Ghost saints (both living and in
heaven): Bev Zila – Catherine Milobar – Mamie and Ed Smith – “Red” Missinne – Len and Barb Miller – Jerry
Koraleski – Erma Shavlik – Kit and Bob Stanesick – Jennifer Schulte - Fr. Charles McGinn – Jim Philbrick –
Kathy Schulte Jerry Winfrey – Terri Winfrew – Carol Monoghan - Frances Zoucha – Frances Sully – Tony and
Kathy Prentis – Marsha Pavel – Frank and Jan Bosiljevac – Rex Monzingo – Mary Huse – Mary Clare and Dan
Mendick – Sr. Mary Chamberlin – Fran and Cathy Mclaughlin
WHO ELSE DO YOU SEE? – Tom Schulte

MORE PICTURES OF
THIS GATHERING

NEXT WEEK!

